Coming July 13…

The Benitoite Gem Mine

with Rick Kennedy
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Rockhound, prospector, and Benitoite enthusiast, Rick Kennedy, presents the fascinating story of this most rare, beautiful, and interesting gem. Rick is one of the foremost collectors and experts on our state gem, Benitoite.

Benitoite is a rare mineral found only in a few places on earth, and only found as well formed crystals in California at the Benitoite Gem Mine in San Benito County just south of San Jose. 

Rick’s program includes:

· History of the Benitoite Gem Mine

· Mine access to rockhounds, 

· Prospecting for Benitoite, 

· Preparing Benitoite for display. 

Rick will have many of his own specimens available for display, as he discusses the gem’s characteristics, and form, and what makes a nice specimen.
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