Exploring for Jade, Gems, and Gold in the Klamath River
Ken Whitlatch of Martinez, referred to as “The Rock Hunter” by his friends, will be describing his adventures in search of underwater deposits of jadite, vesuvanite, gold, and other precious gems in a talk to the Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society, Friday in Concord.

Ken has been searching for vesuvianite and jadeite in the Klamath River of California for several years. Many have speculated minerals of outstanding quality could be found in the Klamath area, however, few have found it, and possibly no one has found material of this quality, according to rockhounders who are familiar with the area. 

Vesuvianite is a very hard and dense mineral similar to jade in appearance, and often found in association with jadeite, garnet, and nephrite, also very sought after gems.  Vesuvianite occurs in green, white, and rarely, red forms. It has a translucent luster that, when polished, allows the viewer to view into stone in an eerily beautiful way. It differs from jade in that it has a strong variation in color and pattern.

Vesuvianite was first discovered in Italy in the locality of Vesuvius. It is also know as idocrase, from the Greek meaning mixture. A similar form is known as californite.

Ken uses underwater skin diving gear including wet suits to float the river in search of the illusive vesuvianite and jadeite. He says, it is often a cold and arduous task, but then punctuated by great excitement and reward when a deposit is found. 

In his talk he will describe the excitement he experienced as a 3000-pound specimen popped into view amongst the rounded gravels and bounders of the river bottom.  He describes with humor how through the next few weeks he and his partners managed to extract the gem from its place in the river, often confronting steep terrain, biting flies, and a very special wild cow.

Ken’s main interests are the semi-precious gems. But because of the very high density of vesuvianite, other heavy minerals, especially gold, can often be found together. Ken does not overlook this!

Accompanying Ken will be one of his partners, Steve Jackson. 
